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Welcome to The Anastasian. We hope the readers enjoy
this newsletter. St. Anastasia is a large, vibrant parish with
many different groups engaged in wonderful activities
that give life to the parish. We hope this newsletter will
offer you the chance to learn more about the many ways
our friends and neighbors in Christ engage with the parish to deepen their faith and enrich their lives. And you
will see they are having a lot of fun too! Please let us know
what you think and how we can improve. Please email us
at promotion@saintannies.org. You can also "like" us on
Facebook or follow Lucky on Twitter at @luckycolagreco.
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A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
Dear Parishioners of Saint Anastasia,
It is a pleasure to present to you the latest edition of The Anastasian. Thank you to all who make this publication possible.
In the pages of this issue you will find information about a few more parish organizations about which you may or not be
familiar. Enjoy reading!
While the purpose of The Anastasian is primarily informative, I would hope that it would also be thought provoking. I’m
sure you’re wondering what I mean. When Pope Francis visited Philadelphia, he spoke at our Cathedral. On that September
Saturday morning, he paid tribute to the strong faith of so many devoted Catholics in our city and country, past and present.
He told the story of Mother Katharine Drexel meeting with Pope Leo XIII. Mother Katharine was speaking about the needs
of the missions to Pope Leo, about all the things that needed to be done and how there was a shortage of people to do the
work. (Funny how things never change!) Pope Leo very pointedly responded to Katharine Drexel saying, “What about you?
What are you going to do?” The rest, as they say, is history.
“What about you?” Look on the parish website www.saintanastasia.net at the Parish Organizations list. Is there an organization or a group or an activity that sounds interesting? Is there something you could do? “What about you? What are you
going to do?”

Sincerely yours,
Father Colagreco
www.saintanastasia.net
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Ministers of Hospitality
by Joe Crimmins

Greeter Rose Ann Morrison photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi

“All guests who present themselves are to be welcomed as Christ, for He Himself will say: I was a
stranger and you welcomed Me.” (Matthew 25:35; Rule of Saint Benedict)
When attending Mass, you may have noticed or even been greeted by a person who welcomed
you at the entrance. These Ministers of Hospitality (Greeters) play a critical role in the fulfillment of
the Parish Mission in that, “We strive to become a more vibrant parish by inspiring an atmosphere
of belonging, of welcoming…” The greeter’s role is to welcome each person to the Mass at St.
Anastasia, creating a spirit of community and a sense that each person's presence is important
and noticed. The goal is to make sure each person knows he or she is truly welcome; not only to
St. Anastasia Church, but to Christ himself. Moreover, the greeters share in the celebration of the
Mass with their fellow parishioners. This ministry is open to adults of all ages and to families.

“My Dad and I welcome people that come to Mass on Sundays. I enjoy being a greeter because
I get to hand out bulletins and meet new people at the parish. Being a greeter makes me feel closer
to God because I am serving Him by welcoming others to church and learning about other people.”
Theresa Stolarczyk – 5th Grade, St. Anastasia School
“Being a greeter allows you in a very simple and direct way to love your neighbor as yourself and
to love God by helping others to be aware of God’s presence at Mass by your smile…”
Andy Semeister

Issue 6 - The Anastasian - 5

“Being a greeter allows me to ensure that the initial experience of our parishioners is a welcoming
and positive one."
Pat Brown
“I like being a greeter because I serve God by welcoming people to Church.”
Joseph Crimmins – 1st Grade, St. Anastasia School
We invite anyone who is interested in becoming a Minister of Hospitality to contact Sister Mary Barrar at (610) 356-1613.
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Bible Study

Photos courtesy of Theresa Haggerty

"I knew the popular Bible stories,

by Theresa Haggerty

but I wanted to know more."

For many years, the Catholic Church has strongly encouraged Catholics to read, study, and pray with the Bible. To paraphrase St. Jerome from the 5th century AD, “If you don’t know the Bible, you don’t know Christ!”
Here in our parish, our Bible Study group meets every Wednesday, 9:30 am or 7:00 pm, throughout the school year. Over
the last 12 years we have studied the Gospels, much of the Old Testament, Paul’s Letters, the Book of Revelation, and
many thematic studies, such as Mary in the Bible, the Lands of the Bible, and the Prophets. None of us are experts; all of
us are learners, working together, helping each other to come closer to God.
Most of us Catholics were raised with very little formal training in reading the Bible. Of course, we HEAR the Bible
proclaimed every day at Mass, and many parts of the Mass come directly from Scripture. For the most part though, we
don’t really know the story of what we would call ‘Salvation History.’ We may know the story of Noah, or the name David,
or even are vaguely familiar with parts of Isaiah or Revelation. But how do these names and stories fit together? Who
was Isaiah and what did he do? Did he come before David or after? Is the book of Revelation something I should worry
about? Why should I even care about these people and events?
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What will the study of Scripture do for your life? 1) You will get to know God better. Did you know He is seeking you?
He wants to tell you something. Find out what it is! 2) You will come to know yourself better. Do you have questions
about life, pain and suffering? Through reflection on His Word, you will see all the circumstances of your life more clearly.
You may even find some answers! 3) You will understand your Church better. Are you occasionally confused by Church
teachings? Once you understand Scripture, those teaching will be much clearer. 4) You can help others. Are you ever at a
loss for a word of comfort for a friend or relative? The Bible gives us so much to share with others. What are you waiting
for?

“I knew the popular Bible stories, but I wanted to know more; like how does this apply to my life today?
When I saw the ad for a Bible Study starting in our parish a few years ago; I knew this was for me. I'm still
part of the group. I'm still learning and have made some great friends.”
Grace Wyatt
Here’s some practical advice: start reading your Bible today! Turn to the back where the Gospels are and start reading
Mark’s Gospel. It is only 16 chapters long. Read one chapter a day. Then go back and read it again. Underline words or
phrases that strike you or speak to you, or even confuse you. Reflect on these words or phrases, pray over them. Ask
God to open your heart to what he is saying to you. Then, continue to read on your own, or consider joining a Bible
Study group here in our parish or in another parish. Each summer we have a four-week Introduction to the Bible series,
consider joining that to get started!
For more information, contact Theresa Haggerty at 610-356-5069 or thaggerty@saintannies.org

Issue 6 - The Anastasian - 7

The Anastasian 7 June 2017

CCD Program
by Joe Crimmins

Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi

"I realized that it is easy
to teach something you
truly believe in."

Teresa Ferry, one of our parishioners, never thought of becoming a CCD teacher until she read the advertisement in the
church bulletin asking for volunteers. Teresa was nervous as she had no prior experience teaching children. She discussed the
possibility of volunteering with her husband and sister who encouraged her to consider the opportunity. Teresa prayed to
determine if she was being called to the CCD program, and if so, asked God for the courage to make the commitment. “I was
concerned that, since I was not a teacher, I would not be able to pass on the faith to the children. But I realized that it is easy
to teach something when you truly believe in it. My faith in God gives me the courage and tools that I need.”
In 1905, Pope St. Pius X decreed the establishment of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine in every parish of the
Catholic Church. Its purpose is to promote, extend and improve education in the Catholic faith for children who do not
attend Catholic school.
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Our CCD Program
• There are approximately 400 student participants in our CCD program every year.
• The program is offered to children in grades K – 6.
• Follows the same archdiocesan religion curriculum and uses the same religion textbooks that St.
Anastasia School uses.
• Our CCD instructors use approved religion teacher's editions to prepare their lesson plans.
• Classes are held at St. Anastasia School every Tuesday, 4:30 pm-5:45 pm or Sundays at 10:45 am from
September to May.
• Offers a Homeschool program as an alternative to the classroom experience.
Our CCD Teachers, Aides and Support Staff
• There are 30 teachers and 25 classroom aides and support staff; all of whom are volunteers.
• All have current federal and state clearances as well as background checks.

• All of our CCD teachers receive training through an
archdiocesan approved program.

Our CCD Children
• Visit our church and chapel on a regular basis for
adoration and silent prayer, group prayer services,
Penance services, Stations of the Cross and a May
Procession.
• Participate in community service projects.
• All parish children receive sacraments together.
• Memorize and recite traditional Catholic prayers.
Below are some thoughts from parents and teachers of CCD children and
how St. Anastasia’s CCD program has impacted their faith lives.

“The foundation of my Catholic faith has enabled me to meet life’s
challenges. As a result, I enjoy teaching CCD because I want to make sure
that the children I am teaching are building that same foundation in their
faith: to know that God will always be there to guide them through life.”
Teresa Ferry – CCD Parent and Teacher
“The CCD program is a great way for my children to learn about our Catholic faith and share our beliefs. It helps them to better understand the readings and makes the Mass seem ‘more real’ when we
go to church on Sundays.”
Bob Barsotti – CCD Home-school Parent and Teacher
“St. Annie’s CCD always made my son feel like he
was a part of the parish community. As a result, I
am a CCD teacher because I want to make other
parents and their children also feel like they are a
part of the parish community.”
Theresa Montanaro
– CCD Parent and Teacher
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We invite all parents of children in our parish community in grades K – 6 who are not attending St. Anastasia School to learn
more about our CCD program. If you are considering the program for your child, or are thinking of volunteering to assist in this
ministry, please contact Theresa Haggerty at 610-356-5069 or thaggerty@saintannies.org.
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Church Decorators
by Jim Murphy
At Easter time a group of dedicated parishioners work together decorating the church with all the donated flowers
and other decorations to celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord. This committee also performs this special service at
Christmas as well and includes: chairperson Marianne Ferguson, her daughter Lindsey Ganley, florist Bob Siderio, Fran
Gasparro, Naomi Mullarkey, Phyllis Casey and Frank Jackson.
Lindsey Ganley attended college at the University of Notre Dame and the beautiful adornments at the chapels and
churches on campus was the inspiration she and Marianne Ferguson needed to get involved with the committee. They
thought they might be able to bring some of these ideas to St. Anastasia. To quote Marianne, “You know, once you make
a suggestion, it then becomes your job!” These volunteers are an example of the many dedicated members of our parish.
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In addition to decorating, the committee also
continues the maintenance and watering of the
flowers and plants so that the church will
continue to look beautiful throughout the
season. We are lucky to be part of this parish
and beneficiaries of all their hard work, for the
church always looks beautiful at Easter and
Christmas.

As the Easter season entered its full bloom, I hope you took some time to look at the church, especially the altar, and appreciate the beautiful products of God’s Creation and the talents of our parishioners. This poem by Louise Lewin Matthews
captures the spirit of the season

Easter morn with lilies fair
Fills the church with perfumes rare,
As their clouds of incense rise,
Sweetest offerings to the skies.
Stately lilies pure and white
Flooding darkness with their light,
Bloom and sorrow drifts away,
On this holy hallow’d day.
Easter Lilies bending low
in the golden afterglow,
Bear a message from the sod
To the heavenly towers of God.
Louise Lewin Matthews

A

Opinion

Rating

FORMED.org is a dynamic, web-based platform
accessible for FREE to our parish community 24 hours
a day, 365 days a year on any device with internet access. It is
designed to deepen our faith, strengthen our hope and increase our love for
Christ, our Church and one another. With all the rich content on FORMED, it
can be hard to choose where to begin. Here is one FORMED opinion:

I have been in Bible Study for about 5 years or so, and recently we did a program from FORMED titled, The Bible and the Virgin Mary.
I was delighted with the beauty of this video as it had some of the most famous and exquisite portraits of Our Blessed Mother by the
most renowned artists of former centuries. I also enjoyed learning why Mary is considered the New Eve, just as Jesus is considered
the New Adam. We looked at many Holy Women from the Old Testament, and how each of their roles prefigured one of Mary’s roles.
I now better understand Mary as The Queen Mother, and also, that she is Our Mother, available to us all when we ask. As an added
bonus, the video showed us various sites of Marian apparitions. My favorite shrine was Our Lady of Knock in Ireland because my
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husband and I had the pleasure of praying there in the summer of 2015, and it was a memorable and awesome experience!
- Geri Schimd

Do you have a favorite movie, book, audio, or program from FORMED that you would like to recommend? Please send in
your review to promotion@saintannies.org and it may be featured in the next issue of The Anastasian.
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We, the parishioners of Saint Anastasia, are a
strong faith based community, grounded in
more than a century of Catholic
tradition, rooted in worship and service.
Compelled by the Good News of Jesus Christ,
we are committed to growing in a deeper
relationship with God and with one another.
We strive to become a more vibrant parish
by inspiring an atmosphere of belonging, of
welcoming, and by
promoting opportunities to share and spread
our Catholic faith, so that we may be more
united as one parish community.

