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Welcome to The Anastasian. We hope you all enjoy this
newsletter. St. Anastasia is a large, vibrant parish with
many different groups engaged in wonderful activities
that give life to the parish. We hope this newsletter will
offer you the chance to learn more about the many ways
our friends and neighbors in Christ engage with the parish to deepen their faith and enrich their lives. And you'll
see they are having a lot of fun too! Please let us know
what you think and how we can improve. Please email us
at promotion@saintannies.org. You can also "like" us on
Facebook or follow Lucky on Twitter at
@luckycolagreco.
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Bishop Michael J. Fitzgerald confirmed 120 parish children on Saturday,
October 22, 2016. The 2016 Confirmation class was comprised of children from the CCD program, St. Anastasia School, other private schools,
and homeschooled children.
The blessing of the new steps took place on Saturday, September 24,
2016.
The Blessing of the Animals took place on the parish lawn on Sunday,
October 2, 2016 in honor of St. Francis of Assisi’s feast day.
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A Letter from our Pastor
Father Colagreco
Dear Parishioners,
Once again, I am happy to present to you the latest edition of The Anastasian. Special thanks to
all who make this publication possible. I think you will find this issue very informative in that it
presents some activities and organizations many people know of only nominally.
If you attend the 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass, you will be familiar with the sight of our youngest parishioners gathering in the
front of the church and proceeding to the chapel. While the more “mature” members of the parish listen to the Word in
church, the children hear a version of God’s Word geared to them. The Liturgy of the Word for Children is a wonderful gift to
our children. Thank you to the teachers and their aides who provide this valuable service.
As you know, the front steps have been completed. Over the years the steps deteriorated to the point that they could no
longer be repaired, but rather had to be completely rebuilt. Thank you to all who contributed to pay for this work, and also
to our vendors and construction companies who were so cooperative. Special thanks to Bob Howe, our parish business
manager, who so diligently oversaw this year long project.
Spiffy (Special People in Faith and Fraternity) is a group that meets monthly. A wide variety of educational and recreational
programs are presented and the group usually attends the 5:15 PM Saturday Vigil Mass following their meetings. As you can
see from the pictures in the magazine, they also have a lot of fun too.
We celebrated All Souls Day on November 2nd with a Mass where we remembered in a special way our loved ones who have
died this past year. November 3rd was the Parish Pilgrimage to the Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Shrine in Maryland. Confirmation was celebrated in October. So, as you can see, it has been a busy few months.
If you haven not done so already, please sign up for Constant Contact on our parish website. We will keep you informed of
what is going on. And also, check out FORMED.org. FORMED is a way to deepen your faith in your own homes, on your own
time. A wide variety of books, films and inspirational programs are readily available. Give it a try.
Once again, I hope you enjoy this issue of The Anastasian. Our presenting it to you is part of our effort to be “one parish
community.”
God bless you!
Father Colagreco
www.saintanastasia.net
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Liturgy of the Word for Children

"The children can hear the Liturgy of the Word proclaimed in an
interactive, shortened and easy to understand way."

Marcie McComb is one of the many adult leaders.

by Joe Crimmins
“Liturgy of the Word for Children” is a program that helps the young children of our parish deepen their relationship with
God. The program is offered from September through June during the Sunday 9:00 AM Mass to all parish children between
the ages of 4-8. No registration is required. All parents need to do is bring their children to the Mass. Following the Introductory Rites, the Celebrant invites the children to the front of the church and the adult leaders and middle school aged
assistants escort the children to the adjoining chapel. The children can hear the Liturgy of the Word proclaimed in an interactive, shortened and easy to understand way. After the leaders begin with an opening prayer and review the readings and
Gospel, they engage the children in what are the core messages and then work on a craft that summarizes those concepts.
Children and parents alike appreciate the Liturgy of the Word for Children.
		
“My son and daughters enjoy attending the Liturgy of the Word for Children.
		
They have fun learning about our faith with the teachers and other children. My
		
husband and I enjoy hearing what they have learned. The craft that they color is
		
hung on the refrigerator for the week as a reminder of what they have learned about
		the liturgy.”
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We welcome you to bring your child to the chapel and experience this program that helps St. Anastasia Parish fulfill its Mission Statement. Also, if you would like to assist in
this ministry or have any questions, please contact
Theresa Haggerty at 610-356-5069
or thaggerty@saintannies.org.

Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi
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"I love going to SPIFFY becasue I like being with friends as
well as the activities we have."

SPIFFY

Left to right: top row- Joe McLaughlin, Scott Jameison, Walter Baily, botton row - Joan Gallagher, Paul Di Felice.

by Sister Mary Barrar, SSJ

If you read the Church bulletin, you may have noticed the SPIFFY Club listed in the Parish Happenings. Do you know about
SPIFFY and what it is? The real question is not what is SPIFFY but who is SPIFFY? SPIFFY is the special men and women who
gather every third Saturday at Saint Anastasia to share companionship, fun and spirituality. They are accompanied by dedicated leaders and mothers who make the memorable Saturdays happen!
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SPIFFY stands for Special People in Faith and Fraternity. If you are familiar with any of the members of this club, then you know
what joyful and loving persons they are. SPIFFY was created to bring adults with special needs together to share life and faith
with their peers. They are women and men, of different ages, who come from all over Delaware County to enjoy the company
of one another. Some are in school, others are working. They may live in group settings or at home with their families. Whenever the Special People in Faith and Fraternity come together, they have a great time. Some of their activities include: movies,
games, time with pets (even Lucky shows up to play), making ceramics, and sometimes bowling! SPIFFY is also about giving
service. Every Christmas season the members make gifts for the Sisters at Camilla Hall and put on a Christmas pageant for
them as well.

The SPIFFY Club has been a part of Saint Anastasia Parish for over 20 years. Sister Regina Anita, IHM started the club at
Saint Eleanor Parish in Collegeville. When she returned to her home parish, she brought with her the desire to establish a
club here. Although she has moved on, Sister still attends meetings whenever she can. The participants and the leaders of
SPIFFY feel supported and enriched by the meetings. Their words capture the experience and blessing of SPIFFY:
			
“I love going to SPIFFY because I like being with my friends as well as the activities
			
we have. The leaders are very kind and helpful. Going to SPIFFY makes me happy.
			
I like going to Mass with my SPIFFY friends after the meeting.”
										Meghan Marshall
										SPIFFY Member
			
“SPIFFY is one of a few activities that my daughter and I can attend together.
			
It is a time when I witness Meghan interacting with her friends and having fun.
			
I truly enjoy attending Mass with SPIFFY. Their paricipation in the Mass shows
			
their true joy and makes me so proud of them.”
										Sheila Marshall
										SPIFFY Mother
			
“I have been a part of SPIFFY since 1995. I was intrigued by the name so I
			
responded to a request for help. I went to a meeting, met the participants
			
and was hooked! Eventually, I took over the leadership of SPIFFY. Here I am
			
twenty-one years later, doing one of the most rewarding volunteer services
			
I have ever done. Every one of the SPIFFY members has a special place in my
			
heart. To me, they are my extended family.”
										Kathy Hochhaus
										SPIFFY Leader
Saint Anastasia is blessed to have a SPIFFY Club as one of our parish organizations. Thank you to the members of the
Spiffy Club whose smiling faces bring a sense of joy to all of us they meet. Thank you to the parents and leaders of SPIFFY
whose commitment and dedication witness to us the true meaning of loving service. Thank you, Sister Regina Anita, IHM
for bringing this wonderful organization to our parish community.
New members and volunteers are always welcome. If you have any questions, call Kathy at 610-738-4841.
Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi
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WELCOME
by Jim Murphy
Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi

The new steps are here and they are beautiful. The story of this project
is a microcosm of the value of stewardship and another example of
the strength of the St. Anastasia Parish Community.
The front steps of our church had been steadily deteriorating for a
number of years. They had become so unsafe that access was eliminated around 2012. Attempts had been made to repair the steps, but
other more urgent maintenance projects took priority. Finally, Father
Colagreco determined that the time had come to address this matter.
The parish was about to receive two bequests that could form the
beginning of the funding necessary for the project. In addition, the
parish was able to secure a large gift from The Davis Family Foundation. Jim Davis is a former parishioner and student of Saint Anastasia
School. This foundation’s donation was conditioned on matching funding from the parish. As usual, the parish response was
overwhelming. In total, $320,000 was raised for the project and by the middle of 2015, we were ready to start.
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It was time to consider the building plan. Again,
we are blessed with many parishioners skilled
in all phases of design and construction. Father
Colagreco formed a Church Steps Restoration
Committee and the members were: Dan Carden,
Jim Goldhorn, John Gummel, Theresa Laphen,
Tom Smith, Sara Stevenson, Bob Howe and Fr.
Colagreco. Quickly they realized that the existing
steps were in such poor condition that the best
solution was to demolish the existing structure
and rebuild from scratch. And the project was
on its way led by Tom Smith (Cavan Construction), Jim Goldhorn (Goldhorn Electric) and Dan
Carden (C&V Landscaping). Like most construction projects, this one faced a few unexpected
issues, but none that the team could not overcome. Lastly, because of the management skills
of Bob Howe, St. Anastasia Parish Business Manager, the project was completed on time and on budget. And the results speak for themselves. The steps are architecturally
consistent with the original 1958 construction. They renew the entrance to our magnificent church. They are beautiful.
The project stands in testimony to the principles of stewardship – time, talent and treasure freely given. We are one parish
community. And remember, you can’t get to heaven on an elevator, you must use the stairs!
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Parish Pilgrimage
by Father Karl Zeuner

Photos courtesy of Deanna Stagliano

"Why do we go on pilgrimages?"

What are we looking for? Spiritual growth? Community? Inspiration? Perhaps we are looking for guidance, or “a word
from the Lord.”
Every year our parish offers a pilgrimage to a local shrine. This year, on November 3rd, 38 of us had the privilege of visiting
the Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg, Maryland.
Elizabeth Ann Seton is the first (North) American-born saint. She was a wife, mother, widow, convert to the faith, nurse,
teacher, founder of the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph’s – and she accomplished all these things before dying at the age of
46!
We were able to tour the shrine and the original buildings that Mother Seton built and lived in with her children and religious sisters. Afterwards, we were fortunate enough to celebrate Mass in the beautiful basilica. Our community of travelers all took part in the liturgy: reading, singing, bringing up the gifts, assisting at the altar, and serving Holy Communion. In
my homily at Mass I posed this question to the pilgrims: “How has the Holy Spirit spoken to you today?”
Later, some parishioners shared their thoughts. Deanna Stagliano commented: “The trip was wonderful. I loved the peace,
beauty and contentment surrounding the Shrine. It was clear to me that St. Elizabeth Seton was guided by the Holy Spirit
in planning, building, and administering her dream. If she had not embraced the gifts of the Holy Spirit, she would not
have accomplished all that she did in fifteen years! She believed and trusted.”
Mother Seton suffered great personal loss in her life. Yet, in her grief, she continued to look up. Nancy Wright noted “She
accomplished an incredible amount of good for so many in her lifetime, which was quite short!”

Her last words were to her sisters, the Daughters of Charity: “Be children of the Church.”
Linda Cellucci summed up Mother’s life: “An example we should emulate.”
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In our own age of political polarization, Mother Seton and her sisters set the example for us: The sisters went directly onto
the Civil War battlefield to care for the wounded Northern and Southern soldiers, demonstrating Christianity in a time of
devastating division.

Eternal rest
grant unto
them O Lord
by Jim Murphy
On November 2nd of each year, St.
Anastasia Parish commemorates
All Souls. This is an ancient celebration dating to the earliest days of the
Photos courtesy of Jim Murphy
Church but formalized by
St. Odilo of Cluny at his Abbey of Cluny around A.D. 1030. This celebration offers us, the living, the opportunity to pray for our deceased family and friends,
that they may be cleansed of their sins and enter into heaven. On the evening of the 2nd, we celebrated a memorial
Mass remembering those who have passed on, especially members of our parish who died during the past year. The
names were read and a candle was lit in memory of each person. It was a moving experience that brought comfort to
the living as we remembered those in heaven who “gaze upon the face of God."

Opinion

A

Rating

FORMED.org is a dynamic, web-based platform
accessible for FREE to our parish community 24 hours
a day, 365 days a year on any device with internet access. It is
designed to deepen our faith, strengthen our hope and increase our love for
Christ, our Church and one another. With all the rich content on FORMED, it
can be hard to choose where to begin. Here is one FORMED opinion:
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One movie that my daughter and I both enjoyed was Mary of Nazareth from Ignatius Press.
This movie is about the life of Mary from the time she was a young girl all the way to Jesus’ Resurrection. The scenery, acting and music drew us into the story and made us feel like we were
right there alongside of Mary and Joseph during the events of their lives. It helped us come
to know them better and have a new appreciation for their impact on shaping the life of Jesus.
The movie captures the deep trust and pure love that Mary and Joseph had for Jesus, the agony
Mary experienced during Jesus’ Passion and the great joy she had at His Resurrection. While some
of the scenes may be too intense for very young children, it makes a great family movie night for
viewers ages 8 and up. by Cara Stolarczyk and Theresa Stalarczyk - Grade 5 St. Anastasia School

Do you have a favorite movie, book, audio, or program from FORMED that you would like to recommend? Please send in
your review to promotion@saintannies.org and it may be featured in the next issue of The Anastasian.
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We, the parishioners of Saint Anastasia, are a
strong faith based community, grounded in
more than a century of Catholic
tradition, rooted in worship and service.
Compelled by the Good News of Jesus Christ,
we are committed to growing in a deeper
relationship with God and with one another.
We strive to become a more vibrant parish
by inspiring an atmosphere of belonging, of
welcoming, and by
promoting opportunities to share and spread
our Catholic Faith, so that we may be more
united as one parish community.

